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24"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son 
of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send 
out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven.

28"From the fig tree learn its lesson:  as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  
30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place.  31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.

32"But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  33Be on guard, keep awake. For 
you do not know when the time will come.  34It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.  35Therefore stay awake
—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning — 
36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to 
all: Stay awake."

Thanks go to the great preacher, Thomas Long for his inspiration for this sermon.

Tommy Schomaker is nine years old, lives in the Detroit area, and was born with a 
faulty heart.  Only half of it worked.  He needed numerous surgeries.  The first was 
done en utero.  He was always plagued by fatigued, but it got so bad when he was 
eight that he was confined to a wheelchair.  But this past summer Tommy received a 
heart transplant.  

On that same day Detroit Tigers baseball player Brandon Inge was visiting kids in 
the hospital.  “He’s a big fan of yours.  He would have wanted to meet you.” “I’ll 
come back,” Inge said.  He did, wrote Tommy’s name on his arm, and promised that 
that night when he came up to bat he would look down at his arm and think of 
Tommy.  
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Tommy watched the game in his hospital room that night.  In fact, a lot of people at 
the hospital were watching that game.  When Brandon Inge came up to the plate 
for what would probably be his last at-bat for the game, he looked down at his arm 
at Tommie’s name.  Here was a little boy and his family and his doctors and nurses 
waiting to see whether his body would reject or accept his new heart -- and here 
was one of the best hitters in the game taking time to remember that little boy.  

As Inge stepped up to the plate, do you think there was some hopeful anticipation 
that something was about to happen?

The earliest Christians could have understood that hopeful anticipation.  They 
believed they were living on the threshold of something big.  They believed that 
something was about to happen.  For the rest of the world, time just crawled on, 
day after wearisome day.  But for the early church there was a sense that an unseen 
future was moving toward time on a collision course.  Something was about to 
happen.

But what?  What Jesus had described to them was beyond human understanding.  
“The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”  All that held the stars and 
the planets in their orbits, all that enabled the stars to give light was going to give 
way.  

That was beyond anything the disciples could imagine.  And then, immediately, the 
Son of Man was going to return on the clouds with great power and glory.  And so 
after Jesus’ Ascension, as Thomas Long puts it, “The church lived on tiptoe, straining 
their eyes toward the horizon. Something was about to happen.”

All of us have had at least a taste of that kind of excitement.  Getting a room in the 
house ready for a new child, preparing a welcome home reception for the loved 
one who’s returning from Iraq or Afghanistan, staring at the toys in the storefront 
windows or paging through the catalogs as Thanksgiving passes and December 
arrives.  With every step taken there is a sense of excitement, that something is 
about to happen.

But we have tasted also the disappointment of “the hoped-for future that doesn’t 
come.”  There’s the couple that is unable to conceive a child.  The promising career 
that is derailed by downsizing.  The loved one who doesn’t return home.  
Retirement plans short-circuited by illness.

How much more has the Church tasted the disappointment of a hoped-for future 
that doesn’t come!  As Thomas Long said,  “One can live on tiptoe just so long 
before the muscles grow tired.”  If the church is standing on the threshold of 
something big, then we can endure anything. 

We can touch the sick, pour our resources into feeding the hungry, pour ourselves 
into making our neighborhood safe and cheerfully risk rejection as we speak of 
Jesus.  But if nothing is going to happen, if the Son of Man is not going to come on 
the clouds, then today is just one more day to be endured as comfortably as we 
can, and the line of hungry and poor will never end.  Then, the church is just one 
more well-meaning institution, and all that’s left for the church to do is collect 
pledge cards and keep the copier humming -- and some days that’s what it feels like.                                          
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Even the early church was susceptible to that kind of loss of faith.  They did not 
forget Jesus’ words of warning but repeated them again and again:  “Be on guard, 
keep awake.  For you do not know when the time will come.”  

Did they repeat those words because they were so excited?  Does the sergeant yell 
to the soldier on guard duty “keep awake” when the soldier is alert?  No, when he’s 
dozing off.  The church repeated Jesus’ warning, because they were getting tired 
from living on tiptoe, because they were having difficulty holding on to hope.

But even a word of warning from Jesus Himself cannot by itself keep us watchful for 
His return.  So, Mark included at this point something the other Gospel writers 
didn’t.  In this parable of the doorkeeper, Mark names the specific night watches in 
which the master of the house might return.  “Therefore stay awake – for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or when the cock crows, or in the morning…”

At first, it sounds just like all the other warnings.  But Mark’s source, Peter, heard 
something more in this warning from his Master.  

The master could come in the evening, and later we’re told it was evening when 
Jesus ate His last meal with His disciples and told them, “One of you will betray 
Me.” 

The master could come at midnight, and we are told that later that same night 
when the disciples got tired of waiting and fell asleep, Jesus prayed that the cup of 
suffering be taken from Him.  And then asked them, “Could you not watch, could 
you not stay awake one hour?” 

Perhaps the master will come when the cock crows, and Peter denied Jesus a third 
time and then a rooster crowed. 

Maybe the coming of the master will be in the morning, and later we are told that 
as soon as it was morning Jesus was bound and led away to His trial and to His 
death. 

These words Peter made sure Mark included because they remind us that every 
hour of that fateful day was a moment in which Jesus called His disciples to keep 
awake.  Something was about to happen!  With each passing hour of that Good 
Friday their release from hopelessness was drawing nearer.  Every hour of that 
fateful day reminds us of the six hours Jesus hung on the cross, six hours when 
something did happen!  Hope was restored to us.  

That’s what these words about the night watches do.  They remind us of another 
time Jesus called His disciples to keep awake, because something was about to 
happen!  And it did!  And in what happened at the cross and the tomb lies the 
promise that something again will happen. 

When Brandon Inge came to the plate there was hopeful anticipation that 
something was about to happen.  And it did.  Inge hit a home run into the left field 
seats.  And recently we were told that Tommy’s body has 100% accepted his new 
heart.  
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Those are but reminders of the promise from the cross and empty tomb that 
something is about to happen.  

Every time we give someone a Thanksgiving basket, it’s not because we’re  naïve as 
to think that a bag of food is going to put an end to all their needs.  We do it out of 
the resurrection-given hope that the day will come when there will be no more 
hunger.  

Every time we forgive instead of holding a grudge we do it out of the Christian 
hope that the day will come when Jesus will set all things right.  

Every time we stand to sing Crown Him with Many Crowns we do it in the cross-
given hope that something is about to happen, that we are standing on the 
threshold of our King’s return.

Amen
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